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Conde.'5 Christophe started. "Do you suppose that the Court furrier does not know all their faces? And do you fancy that I am not aware of what is going on? Mon-seigneur the Grand Master has ordered out troops to Am-boise. And when troops are removed from Paris to Amboise while the Court is at Blois, when they are marched by way of Chartres and Vendome instead of by Orleans, the meaning is pretty clear., heh? Trouble is brewing.
" If the Queens want their surcoats, they will send for them. The Prince de Conde may be intending to kill Messieurs de Guise, who on their part mean to get rid of him perhaps. Of what use can a furrier's son be in such a broil? When you are married, when you are a pleader in the Parlement, you will be as cautious as your father. A furrier's son has no business to be of the new religion till all the rest of the world is. I say nothing against the Reformers; it is no business of mine; but the Court is Catholic, the two Queens are Catholic, the Parlement is Catholic: we serve them with furs, and we must be Catholic.
" You do not stir from here, Christophe, or I will place you with your godfather the President de Thou, who will keep you at it, blackening paper night and day, instead of leaving you to blacken your soul in the hell-broth of these damned Genevese."
" Father," said Christophe, leaning on the back of the old man's chair, " send me off to Blois with Queen Marie's surcoat, and to ask for the money, or I am a lost man. And you love me------"
" Lost!" echoed his father, without any sign of surprise. " If you stay here, you will not be lost. I shall know where to find you/5
" I shall be killed.'5
"Why?"
" The most zealous Huguenots have c^st their eyes on me to serve them in a certain matter, and if I fail to do what I have just promised, they will kill me in the street, in the face of day, here, as Minard was killed. But if you send me to the Court on business of your own, I shall probably be able to justify my action to both parties. Either I shall succeed for